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Meet The BIA-NE Team On Our Website

A Letter from Our Executive Director & Board President

Mark Russell 
Board President

Peggy Reisher, MSW 
Executive Director

Expanding Reach | Strengthening Partnerships

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Reflecting on 2023, we’re proud to share key milestones 
in advancing our mission. It’s been a year of growth, 
collaboration, and progress.

One major achievement was expanding our Resource Facilitation team from five to seven 
members, boosting our ability to serve individuals affected by brain injury across the state.

After three years of virtual events, we were thrilled to return to an in-person brain injury 
conference, offering a renewed platform for knowledge-sharing and connection within our 
community.

In June, we partnered with the University of Nebraska Medical Center’s College of Public Health 
on an NIH-funded initiative to implement brain injury screenings in domestic and intimate 
partner violence programs statewide. This 4-year project aims to enhance awareness and support 
in these critical areas.

Additionally, our collaboration with the Douglas County Youth Center to screen justice-involved 
youth for brain injury reinforces our commitment to supporting high-risk populations.

These accomplishments reflect the dedication of our team, strong partnerships, and the collective 
drive to create a better future for all Nebraskans affected by brain injury.

With gratitude and determination, 

“Coming together is a beginning, 
staying together is progress, and 
working together is success.”
 ~ Henry Ford

Board of Directors
Officers
President  
Mark Russell, SHRM-CP, Waverly

President-Elect  
Tami Soper, Lincoln

Treasurer  
Mikaela Davis, CPA, Lincoln

Secretary  
Brett Young, Elkhorn

Members at Large
George Achola, J.D., Omaha

Julie Brauer, MSN, Elm Creek

Brett Hoogeveen, Omaha

Desiree Mauch, Lincoln

Elizabeth McClelland, J.D., Omaha

Betsy Raymer, RN, BSN, Stuart

John Rodriquez, Kearney

Curtis Ruwe, J.D., Lincoln

Charles Taylon, M.D., Omaha

Kay Wenzl, M.P.A., Lincoln

https://biane.org/about/contact.html
https://biane.org/about/contact.html
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Recognizing Extraordinary Individuals

Each year at the Nebraska Brain Injury Conference, we dedicate time to recognize and honor 
individuals who have made extraordinary contributions to the brain injury community.

In 2023, we were proud to honor the following individuals for their outstanding work in Nebraska.

Dennis Marks - Professional Advocate of the Year 

Since 1996, Dennis has been a dedicated Deputy Public Defender in Sarpy 
County, representing youth in adult, juvenile, and appellate courts. His 
passion for advocating for individuals with brain injuries sets him apart, 
and he has co-presented with BIA-NE at conferences to educate peers on 
the connection between brain injury and juvenile justice.

Dennis has implemented a brain injury screening process in his office 
to better support his clients and serves on numerous committees. Thank you, Dennis, for your 
leadership and dedication to serving Nebraskans!

Roland Kramer - Spirit of Nebraska 

Lincoln County Sheriff Chief Deputy Roland Kramer began his law 
enforcement career in 1989, working through various divisions and 
expanding his expertise before becoming the supervisor of the Detention 
Center, Deputies, and Clerks in 2011. Throughout his career, he has served 
on many boards and brought impactful programs to the detention 
center, including GED, Wise Minds, Gambler Assistance, AA, NA, and Work 
Share.

Passionate about inmate mental health, Roland has partnered with BIA-NE to ensure struggling 
inmates have access to advocacy and support. Thank you, Deputy Kramer, for your dedication to 
addressing the root causes of incarceration and helping individuals avoid recidivism. 

Rhonda Alcorn - Everyday Hero 

In 1997, Rhonda received a call every parent dreads—her teenage son, 
Luke, had lost control of his truck on the way to football practice. At 16, 
he suffered a severe diffuse axonal brain injury and was life-flighted to 
Kearney Hospital. From that moment, Rhonda’s and her family’s lives 
changed forever as they navigated surgeries, therapy, paperwork, and 
even fundraising for a service dog to support Luke’s recovery.

Beyond advocating for Luke, Rhonda has been a tireless supporter of 
others affected by brain injury or disability, offering her help in advocacy, peer support, and 
committee work. Thank you, Rhonda, for your unwavering support and dedication.
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Showcasing Our Impact

Below are key data highlights of our statewide impact and the vital work of our Resource 
Facilitators across the state. 

As part of our commitment to transparency and accountability under the Brain Injury 
Assistance Act of 2022, we also compile a more detailed report with Partners for 
Insightful Evaluation and share that data with the Brain Injury Oversight Committee. For 
those interested in a deeper dive into our statewide efforts and outcomes, we encourage 
you to review the full reports on our website.

Browse Resource Facilitation Reports

478
Outbound referrals provided  
to 226 individuals

397
Brain injury screenings 

recorded with 7 partner 
agencies

80
Trainings conducted 
across Nebraska

650
Total individuals 
served through 

Resource Facilitation

https://biane.org/events/
https://biane.org/events/


5

Financial Position 

Current Assets

Cash & Cash Equivalents  $ 886,697.00 

Grants & Pledges Receivable  $ 12,113.00 

Prepaid Expenses  $ 17,722.00 

Restricted Cash & Cash 
Equivalents

 $ 77,898.00 

Other Assets  $ 175,875.00 

Total Current Assets  $ 1,273,059.00 

Current Liabilities

Accounts Payable  $ 14,538.00 

Other Accrued Expenses  $ 11,598.00 

Total Current Liabilities  $ 26,136.00 

Net Assets

Unrestricted Net Assets  $ 1,093,161.00 

Restricted Net Assets  $ 153,762.00 

Total Net Assets  $ 1,246,923.00 

Total Liabilities & Net Assets  $ 1,273,059.00 

Financial Activities

Revenues & Support

Contributions  $ 127,679.00 

Grants  $ 470,623.00 

Fundraising Events  $ 27,505.00 

Conference & Training Fees  $ 11,754.00 

Decrease/Increase in 
Investments

 $ (18,618.00)

Miscellaneous Revenue  $ 1,572.00 

Total Revenue & Support  $ 657,751.00 

Net Assets Released from 
Restrictions  $ 553,013.00 

Expenses

Program  $ 882,045.00 

Management  $ 57,109.00 

Fundraising  $ 21,050.00 

Total Expenses  $ 960,204.00 

Increase in Unrestricted Assets  $ 250,560.00 

Restricted Net Assets

Grants & Contributions  $ 450,000.00 

Conference  $ 16,650.00 

Net Assets Released From 
Restrictions

 $ (553,013.00)

2022 Year Summary

Decrease In Restricted Assets  $ 86,363.00 

Total Increase In Net Assets  $ 164,197.00 

Net Assets at Beginning of 2023  $ 1,082,726.00 

Net Assets at End of 2023  $ 1,246,923.00 

Finances



6

Honorable Mentions
We’d like to thank our fundraising partners—Amazon Smile, Facebook, Network for Good, UKOGF, 
and CHAD Nebraska—for their generous contributions supporting our mission. While BIA-NE may 
not always have access to every donor’s name, we deeply appreciate each and every donation 
towards our mission. Thank you!

Financial Supporters
Corporations, Foundations, & Sponsors 

Corporations

Lueder Construction

Network for Good

Novartis

Phrma

Postural Restoration Institute

Ranshir

Schneider Electric

Foundations

Debby Durham Family Foundation

Dillon Foundation

Irene & Joseph Malek Charitable Trust

Judith Anne Hansen Trust

The Acklie Charitable Foundation

The Hawks Foundation

Community Foundation for Western Iowa

Lincoln Community Foundation

Firespring Foundation

2023 Nebraska Brain Injury Conference Sponsors

United Healthcare

CHI Health - St. Elizabeth / Nebraska Heart

Madonna Rehabilitation Hospitals 

Nebraska Medicine

Northpoint Nebraska

Behavioral Health Education Center of Nebraska

Nebraska Total Care

Healthy Blue | Work@Home Nebraska

2023 Blazing Trails for Brain Injury 5k/1mi Run, Walk, Roll Sponsors

Atwood, Holsten, Brown, Deaver, Spier, & Israel 
Law Firm

Cada, Cada & Jewson

Dowding, Dowding, Dowding & Urbom Law 
Offices

Gallner & Pattermann, P.C. 

Hillcrest Health Systems

Millard Lumber Inc.

Nebraska Chiropractic Physicians Association

Prentiss Grant LLC

Rembolt Ludtke LLP

Rotella’s Italian Bakery

Union Bank & Trust - Lincoln

Vetter Senior Living 
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Donors

$99 - $25

David Anderson 
Dan Bennett 
Julie Brauer 
Karen Clegg 
Kay Hardin 
Gary Hausmann 
John & Nancy Hurley 
Larry Kinnan 
Vicki Kinnan 

Michelle Lowery 
Susan Mayberger 
Jodi McWilliams 
Pamela Nicholson 
Larry & Elizabeth Rischling 
Vicki Schroder 
James & Constance Schwartz 
Cathy Vandersnick

$199 - $100

Scot L. Adams 
Kathy Eidenmiller 
Matthew & Penny Gregg 
Michael Harris 
Dale & Michele Johannes 

Bob & Patty Krzycki 
Timothy & Kimberlee O’Dell 
Mark & Barbara Schardt 
John & Carol Smolsky 
David Troupe

$999 - $500

Susan Lewis 
Betsy Raymer 
Rolland Svec

$499 - $200

Paul & Marilyn Dongilli 
Dave & Colleen Duryea 
Mark & Paula Jones 
Dr. Adam & Mrs. Tiffany Kafka 
Rondi & Mike Kinney 

Rob & Tammy Latimer 
James Russell Lippincott 
Michelle Amber Petersen 
Tom & Brenda Rief 
William Thorell

$2,999 - $1,000

Cletus Blakeman 
James Brady 
Lloya Fritz 
Laurie Jessen 
Charles Taylon, M.D.

$6,000 - $3,000

Tom & Peggy Reisher

Memorials

Jason Mathews 
Frank & Michele Foley 

Dorothy Sewart
First Presbyterian Church  

Robert “Bob” Tinstman
Amola & Don Mitchell
Connie Brusegaard
Barbara A. Brusegaard
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